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Mukakayonde Anna & Nyiranzeyimana Solange  

Story Number:  SFH0065 

 

Short description 

Solange was only a very young girl when the genocide that took most of her family took place. 
Fifteen years later, she finds herself with so many questions and very few answers. Her 
surviving relative, the mother, Anna tries to help her find the answers.  

‘I find myself alone and with just you. Why is it that we live this way? Is it because we could 
not have a more plentiful life? I am not happy with the life we have, she asks.’   

‘You were not born alone. The reason we are alone is because tragedy befell this country and 
we are in a better place than we were before. You remember we did not even have a place to 
stay and now we have a home. This is why am telling you my child it is important to have hope 
for life. It is because of hope that we have come this far,’ Anna replies. 

 

Tags: 

Reconciliation, post genocide, orphan, education 

… 

Mukakayonde Anna: How are you? 

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: Hi 

Facilitator:  The technician wants to make sure your voices are audible 
enough.  

Technician/2nd facilitator: (speaking English) We need to reduce on the construction noise. 
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Facilitator:  We will now close the windows because this recording equipment 
is really powerful and will record even distant sounds. Even when 
a car is driven by we can hear it. Bear with the heat for a short 
while (sound of a window getting shut). Could you say 
something? 

Mukakayonde Anna: How are you? 

Technician/2nd facilitator: What’s new? 

Facilitator:     Say something 

Nyiranzeyimana Solange:  Hi 

Technician/2nd facilitator:  (in English)That sounds good. I think the microphone 
placement is great. If she leans back a little bit we might 
be able to move this microphone forward. But this one we 
shall move a little bit back because it is a little bit stronger. 
I think we are good. 

Facilitator:    He says there are no technical issues. Everything looks fine.  

Technician/2nd facilitator:  Well, press record, have the conversation and press stop 
when you are done.  

 

(Brief silence) 

… 

Facilitator:  Good evening once again 

Mukakayonde Anna: Good evening 

Facilitator:  I believe you were told what this project does and all this 
was explained to you however if you still have any 
questions, I will be willing to answer them. I already 
introduced myself to you as Madam Rudasingwa, and as I 
told you before, I work with this project. Perhaps we could 
start with you introducing yourselves to me and telling me 
about your relationship. 

Mukakayonde Anna: I am called Mukakayonde Anna and that is my daughter.  

Facilitator: Yes, thank you. Perhaps your child can introduce herself 
too 
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Nyiranzeyimana Solange:  I am called Nyiranzeyimana Solange and this is my 
parent.  

Facilitator: Thank you, I don’t know, would there be any questions 
that you came prepared with to ask your mother? If so, 
please go ahead. This will prompt your mother to go into 
detail and give us the full story. I will also interrupt by 
asking a few questions. Our conversation will last about 45 
minutes but you will not be stopped if you wish to extend 
and you don’t have to talk for the entire time if you feel 
satisfied after a shorter period. It will all depend on how 
our conversation goes. 

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: Well, mum how do you view the current life we live?  

Mukakayonde Anna:  I have a pretty good view of the life we are living my child 
this because we have a past and a present.  

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: Well, when you look at the past and present, what gives 
you hope for the future? 

Mukakayonde Anna: I do have hope for the future and it is obvious and visible 
when you look at how lived before and compare with now. 

Facilitator: Perhaps you could ask her a question, for instance 
something about the life that she used to live so that she 
can be able to tell you more. (Brief silence..) What exactly 
would you like to know? She talked about the past and 
hope for the future… 

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: The reason I am asking is because I find myself alone and 
it is just me and you. Why is it that we live this way? Is it 
because we could not have a more plentiful life? I am not 
happy with the life we have. 

Mukakayonde Anna: The reason we are alone is because tragedy befell this 
country. You were not born alone. All the others passed 
away and are now in heaven. It is because of hope that 
we have come this far and we are in a better place than 
we were before. Times have changed. You remember we 
did not even have a place to stay, now we have a home. 
This is why am telling my child it is important to have hope 
for life.  
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Nyiranzeyimana Solange: But mother, as a person who saw the bad times brought 
about by the war, what do think about unity and 
reconciliation? 

 

Mukakayonde Anna: Unity and reconciliation is a must. This is because we must 
return evil with good. We should not revenge. 

Facilitator:  Mother, it is indeed true that what you went through was 
tragic. I don’t know if your child knows the details of what 
transpired. I see that she is really young. Did she witness 
it or did you ever find time to tell her about it? Is it 
possible to briefly tell her what happened? 

Mukakayonde Anna: Well what happened is that people got divided because of 
bad leadership. If it wasn’t for bad leadership people 
would have never killed each other. Now the killers were 
punished as they are now in prison. The reason I say we 
have come a long way is because we never had a place to 
stay and now we do. I also see that this Rwanda has 
changed. The way it was in 1994 is not the way it is now.  

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: I see that the government of today has brought leadership 
closer to the people. When we have a problem we are able 
to approach our leaders and when they are unable to help 
us they forward us to the concerned administrators. Was 
this kind of leadership in place in the past? 

Mukakayonde Anna: No, local people did not have all this access. I am thankful 
to this government for giving local people access to their 
leaders. If this government had been in place before, all 
this (genocide) would have never happened.  

Facilitator: Mama we understand that you went through so many 
difficult times, what advice would you like to offer your 
child to strength her when she faces such difficult times. 
Where did you get the strength, faith and persistence to 
go through all that to this day and retain your hope? 

Mukakayonde Anna: It is through prayer. Always pray and put yourself in the 
hands of the almighty. 
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Nyiranzeyimana Solange: The government today prioritizes the needs of orphans 
and widows. Within your means what contribution would 
you make to this initiative? 

Mukakayonde Anna: I cannot really a material contribution but I am thankful 
the government and I continuously pray that it remains 
blessed. 

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: What are your thoughts about cooperatives?  (A 
government led initiative that encourages local Rwandans 
to form cooperative business bodies instead of working 
independently) What do you think is the use of this? 

Mukakayonde Anna: Uniting through cooperatives is good because it can 
eliminate poverty. One mind is not self sufficient. One 
person cannot build a house on their own but when you 
are three or four, two can build the fence while the other 
two bring the bricks. This is what is good about 
cooperatives. When one of the members is sick, the other 
can continue working but if you are an individual, business 
slows down when you are sick.  

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: When you look around, what do you appreciate about the 
current government the most? 

Mukakayonde Anna: I most appreciate the fact that the current government has 
reduced ignorance. In the past people were persecuted for 
instance, girls were not allowed to go to school they were 
to stay at home and clean. This is not the case with this 
government because every child even old women and men 
all get a chance to learn how to read and write. 

Facilitator:  As an elder who has seen it all and been through all those 
difficulties, what advice do have to give to your child and 
the youth in general so that will help them be successful.  

Mukakayonde Anna: My advice is that they should continue with their education 
(and be obedient). (For instance)if you meet an elder who 
requests some water, don’t disrespect them, find a cup 
and if necessary some firewood and cook for them, fetch 
water for them and clean for them and this should not 
stop you from pursuing your education. Don’t be fooled by 
worldly things. Sometimes people will try to tempt you 
using material things (and if you succumb) you could find 
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yourself pregnant and unable to raise your child. You could 
also find yourself infected with HIV or other bad diseases 
that could cost you your life. It is better to continue with 
your education and be obedient. 

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: Mother, what about the orphan children? At least I am 
lucky to have you but there those who do not have even a 
single parent. What do you think about them? 

Mukakayonde Anna: I feel saddened by this. Whenever I meet one of these, I 
get closer to them and I encourage you as my child, if you 
ever meet such an orphan, bring them home and let us 
share whatever we have with them. If they don’t have 
soap and you do, share the soap you have with them so 
that they can wash their clothes and be well dressed. 
Don’t forsake them because they don’t have parents (and) 
consider them your siblings. Don’t think you have nothing 
in common with them. 

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: You say it is useful for me to get an education. What if I 
went to school and came out and sat unable to be 
productive enough to support you. Isn’t it more important 
for me to be able to support you? There are many things 
that girls do that are wrong for instance prostitution? What 
if I did not go in that direction and instead found more 
appropriate sources of income? Would this make you 
happy or not – in comparison to finding an office job that 
relates to my education.  

Mukakayonde Anna: If you are not fortunate enough to complete your 
education but you are able find an alternative job or join a 
cooperative without engaging yourself in such immoral 
ways. (If) you are able to take responsibility for yourself 
and take responsibility for your parent, then all is well. 
However you should avoid ‘exposing yourself’ and respect 
every single person. Do not be swayed by worldly things. 
However, education is what I feel is most important.  

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: As a parent who witnessed and experienced the misery of 
war – you are indeed my parent. But honestly given your 
age and life experience do feel that you will be able to fully 
recover, forgive and move on from the scars you 
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experienced in the past? In your heart, how do you plan to 
heal from this? 

Mukakayonde Anna: When you look at the last 15 years, I did not think I would 
be able to recover but there is a clear journey I have made 
between then and now. I never knew I would reach this 
age and I never knew I would see you at your age now.  

Facilitator:  Perhaps what the child wants to know is that – it is really 
true that you suffered from trauma due to the war, but 
you seem to have recovered raised your child and now 
look, she is grown. Where did you get the strength? Was it 
through prayer? How did you manage to persevere and 
say that today I stand on my feet, I will raise my child and 
support myself.  

Mukakayonde Anna: I can attribute it all to prayer and a good government. 

Facilitator:  When you talk about a good government, could you 
explain to us what you mean by that. 

Mukakayonde Anna: The current leadership is good because they gave me a 
place to stay. When I lost my husband I thought my life 
was finished. But life went on because the government in 
place prioritizes widows and orphans. I am thankful to 
them because I am now in a position where I can reach 
out to a relative or friend and ask for help. I would also 
like to thank the our president because he never forgot us. 

Facilitator:  Thank you. I hope you heard all the answers to your 
questions and you are satisfied with all these answers from 
your mother. 

Mukakayonde Anna: I am satisfied. 

Mukakayonde Anna: What lessons have you drawn out of this conversation with 
your mum as an elder? What lessons do you feel you have 
gained that you feel could benefit others? 

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: I have learned not to ‘expose myself’ and to make 
something out of myself through education and a 
livelihood and to help… 

Mukakayonde Anna: Help all Elders  
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Nyiranzeyimana Solange: To help the needy within my means 

Mukakayonde Anna: Help the orphans and avoid saying that this one does not 
have a parent because they are your siblings too.  

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: To pray for our country so that it continues to have peace 
and the residents of the country that God may continue to 
provide them with knowledge. 

Mukakayonde Anna: Do you have any other advice you would like to give your 
daughter, the youth or any other parents? 

Mukakayonde Anna: A parent who has been widowed should be humble and 
realize that they are alone and talk to their children to 
make them understand their situation. It is not good to be 
verbally aggressive to the children because this could 
cause them resort to bad manners. If you spend nights 
without food don’t take it out on the children. Don’t 
‘expose yourself’ or get tempted by alcohol or money. 
Usually alcohol is the beginning of all (immorality) because 
after one is intoxicated they are lured into sexual acts. For 
instance a woman recently died in Kanombe after she got 
really drunk. She is survived by a kid now. So when you 
are a widow and you die, no one speaks for you and you 
die ‘zero’. You leave your children behind suffering yet you 
have killed yourself.  

Facilitator:  Mother, after all the time we have spent here, talking to 
your child, do you feel that this conversation was helpful?  

Mukakayonde Anna: Yes it was helpful because she learned some things from 
here. It is possible that she would have never found the 
time to come and have this conversation and ask me the 
questions she has asked. 

Facilitator:  Now that you have found the time to come and talk to 
your mother, what do you think? 

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: I am happy to have talked to my mother because there 
are many questions that I had in mind. Sometimes I sit 
down and think about so many things but I had never 
listened to what is deep in her heart. But now I have been 
able to know what is in her heart. Even though sometimes 
one has no ability to visible take actions immediately but I 
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have been able to know what is in her heart and mind. I 
am thankful for the answers she has given me. I will not 
let you down on the advice you have given me. 

Facilitator:  Thank you my child for listening to me may God bless you  

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: God bless you  

Mukakayonde Anna: God bless you too. Even when I am gone may am you 
enjoy the milk (prosperity) be it from a Hutu or a Tutsi. I 
also wish our country and president peace. 

Nyiranzeyimana Solange: I think those were all the questions I had.  


