
 

 
 

 

STORIES FOR HOPE 

http://www.storiesforhope.org      •     ph: 734.678.5512 (US) / 0785559855 (RW)     •    email: ppasick@gmail.com 

 
Transcript of an Audio-Recorded Conversation  

in Post-Conflict Rwanda  

 

Participants:  

 Judith     Relation:  Mother 

 Nadia     Relation:  Daughter 

Facilitator:  Nelson Tambo 

 

Date:  21/08/2009 

 

Recording Location:  Kigali 

 

Story Number:  SFH0067 

 

NOTICE:  

 This transcript contains personal reflections and remembrances of Rwanda’s culture and 

history and is exclusively provided with the participants’ permission.  

 Alteration or manipulation of content (which includes the creation of derivative works) is 

expressly forbidden. 

 Individuals may copy this transcript solely for personal, noncommercial use and must 

provide full attribution to Stories For Hope and include Stories For Hope’s contact 

information with any reproduction.  

 Parties interested in other uses of this material please contact Stories For Hope.  

http://www.storiesforhope.org/
mailto:ppasick@gmail.com


 

Page 1 of 8 

 

 

 

 

STORIES FOR HOPE 

http://www.storiesforhope.org      •     ph: 734.678.5512 (US) / 0788260317 (RW)     •    email: ppasick@gmail.com 

 
Mukarurangwa Judith & Karangwa Nadia 

Story Number:  SFH0067 

 

Short Description: Stories For Hope created a forum for elders to inspire the youth – at least 

that’s what Judith and Nadia expected when they accepted to share their story. In this story 

however, the roles astonishingly reverse as an elder finds encouragement and inspiration from 

her niece and adopted child who tries to point out how children now play together in Rwanda, 

even as their own parents were once enemies. 

Tags: , Kigali, Post-Colonial period, Genocide, Post Genocide , Orphan, Adoption, Education, 

Kigali 

 

Nadia: My names are Nadia. Aunt, what was your father’s name? 

Judith: He was called Anastase Rugakibamba. (My names are Judith.) 

Nadia: But mother, At school (we) the youth are taught that having talks with our parents is a 

good thing; Why is it that you never take time to speak to me? 

Judith: (That is true); we don’t get to talk very often, I don’t know if it is because we never 

have time but a time shall come when we shall be able to talk.  

Nadia : But mother, it is said  that Rwanda after the genocide is a much better place than it 

was before the genocide; how different are the two? 

Judith: The difference? (Excuse me) Did you say that it was better before the genocide? 

Nadia : No, I said that the country got better after the genocide. 

Judith: Yes, the country is a better place now because before (1994) there was the genocide 

and there were killings in this country. 
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Nadia : Aside from the killings, it is said that even in construction, the way houses were built 

back then was not any good and that everything has now changed. Is 

this true? 

Judith: Yes, what we have today is much better.  

Nadia : Am also told that there were only a few schools. Is this true? 

Judith : Yes, it is true we had only a few schools and some people were not given the right to 

go to school.  

Nadia : Wasn’t everyone allowed to take national examinations? 

Judith : Everyone could (take the exam) but they (government) always failed Tutsi students. 

They never allowed them (Tutsi students) to take the lead. 

Nadia : Why? 

Judith: Because of the ethnicity issue, because of the ethnic segregation that 

existed under (President Juvenal) Habyarimana. 

Nadia :  But mother, is it only relatives of Habyarimana’s who got the opportunity 

to study? 

Judith: Hutus, Tutsis and Twas all went to school but Tutsis were so segregated 

that they could not progress. They (Tutsis) could study but when it came 

to time for promotions to the next class or higher education they would 

get sent back… even those who excelled were reported to have 

failed…meanwhile the Hutus would advance.  

Facilitator Without interrupting you, you have told us that in the past there was 

segregation (and that) Tutsi youth were prevented from pursuing an 

education. What was your reaction to this situation? 

Judith: At the time accepted the situation as it was because we had no choice. It 

seemed as though the country and government belonged to them (hutu) 

exclusively. We kept our silence, suppressed all sadness and abandoned 

all hope. 

Nadia: How were you to prosper if you were prevented from getting an 

education? 

Judith: There was no prosperity. There was no prosperity for us. At the time, the 

only way (to prosper) perhaps was to own cattle and land. We were able 

to survive without being impoverished but when it came to progressing 

through education, there was no chance. 
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 Nadia: Who could lead the country if most did not have an education? 

Judith: You know… it is the ‘rulers who ruled…’ 

Nadia: Who are these? 

Judith: The country was ruled by Habyarimana and his fellow Hutus.  

Nadia: But why is it that Kigali City seems populated by only people who are 

very educated? 

Judith: Even the uneducated live there 

Nadia: Why is it that people leave their villages to move to Kigali City? For 

instance, sometimes when you are somewhere in Kigali city, you find that 

of the people present, the majority are from upcountry provinces whereas 

the minority are natives of Kigali.  

Judith: Are you trying to ask me about how they migrated? 

Nadia: I find that most people simply prefer to move to the city..? 

Judith: The reason why people move to the city is because they don’t have 

security in the countryside. A very good example is survivors of the 

genocide; they don’t like to stay in the countryside because lack of 

security means that they are often targeted and in an attempt to deny 

them their right to live. That is why they come (to Kigali city). 

Nadia: Mother why is it that survivors of the genocide say there is no security in 

the countryside and then after this they go on to forgive  those who killed 

their families? 

Judith: Those who forgive are not that many. I don’t see how a person can 

forgive (the genocide) given the pain and suffering that was inflicted 

upon us (Tutsi). How can you go back to your home (after and during the 

war) and find no one. Forgiving a killer is not easy and many have tried 

and failed.  

Nadia: Why is it that my aunt forgave ? 

Judith: It came from her heart, but there are many others who have failed to 

forgive. 

Nadia: I have heard a lot about unity and reconciliation, yet we live in 

reconciliation village created for survivors of the genocide, right? This 

scares me, doesn’t it scare you? 
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Judith: It scares me too (sighs) 

Nadia: It scares me because in the past they talked about three ethnic groups 

yet today we are all called Rwandese. Yet we live in government housing 

created specifically for genocide survivors and they are all supposedly 

Tutsi. Do you think this will ever be over? 

Judith: In my opinion, even though I hear them say a lot about unity and 

reconciliation, I don’t think there will ever come a time, ever, when 

ethnicity will cease to be an issue and divisions will stop to exist. No one 

ever agrees that we are one. The reconciliation village is always referred 

to as a Tutsi settlement. 

Facilitator  Without interrupting you, is there anything that can be done to put an 

end to this and create a situation where Rwandese can live together in 

harmony as Rwandese. 

Judith: What can be done? I really don’t know. 

Nadia: In my perspective when you look at the government resettlement 

program for instance where we live in Nyarugunga, there are two parts; 

an area reserved for survivors of the genocide and another area reserved 

for minority Twa. This means that for eternity our area will be known to 

be a Tutsi area and the other area will always be known as a Twa area - 

in any case we are already divided along ethnic lines. My opinion 

therefore is that a government housing is created that is completely 

mixed and diverse because even outside of those two ethnic groups, 

there are needy people. Once we are all mixed and in one village, the 

children will play together and while our children may grow up knowing 

about the genocide, the generation that will follow will not harbor any 

such memories and they will grow up knowing we are one. I see Tutsi 

children everyday playing with Twa children without a problem. This does 

not stop the Twa mothers from practicing their pottery but their children 

are in school. 

Facilitator: What do you have to say about that? 

  (question is directed to Judith) 

Judith:  I think that this child’s view had challenged even me. I agree with 

everything she has suggested. I think that such a situation maybe 

workable and it maybe put an end to the ideologies. 
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Facilitator: Do you have any other question that you feel you should ask your aunt? 

Is there perhaps something that has made you curious for many years 

and you had never got such an opportunity to ask these questions? 

 You see she is my aunt, some of the questions that I have been scared to 

ask are about the deaths of my parent. I don’t want to make her sad by 

asking these questions but since we have talked about matters relating to 

genocide, I feel like I can ask her now. Aunt, is there any grudge that 

existed between my parents and their killers? 

Judith: There was no grudge. You parents were only persecuted because of their 

ethnicity.  

Nadia: The man who killed my father is alive, well and we meet often. Gacaca 

court says that killers should seek the forgiveness from their victims’ 

families. How come he has not yet come to seek our forgiveness? Instead 

we are always dragging him to court. 

Judith:  He cannot seek your forgiveness because he does not care about you. His 

intentions were to kill everyone and make sure there was no one left to 

identify him as the killer. 

Nadia: But he confessed to the crimes and even sought the pardon of the court. 

He is now getting a lighter sentence because of this confession. Don’t you 

think Gacaca favored him? 

Judith: Well the law says that if you confess to the crimes and seek pardon from 

the Gacaca court, your request is granted. What can we do to change 

that aside from abiding by the government’s decision? 

Nadia: We now have young children who never got to see the genocide. Will 

they believe it happened when they hear about it (genocide)? 

Judith: Because they did not see it, they will believe it but it will not affect their 

lives or emotions like those who witnessed it. We shall tell them what 

happened like history but we shall soften the message to make sure it 

doesn’t play on in their minds. 

Nadia: Look at the Tuyisenges, they are young what will you tell them when 

they ask you about their fathers whereabouts? Who killed him? Their 

father’s killer is alive and available. So what if you point him out and tell 

them; That is the person who killed your father. Don’t you expect this to 

cause (the children) anger? 

Judith: Yes this would cause anger in them. 
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Nadia: What can we do to prevent this anger? 

Judith: I don’t know because it is not fair to withhold this information and yet 

revealing it would cause anger. I really don’t know what can be done to 

take away the pain brought these children’s hearts. It is impossible to 

undo what has already been done. Nothing can be done at this point. But 

it’s something we have to continue to think about. 

Nadia: Today it is said that AIDS is a prevailing epidemic especially among the 

youth. You have children who are getting into this age group. How are 

you preparing us for this? 

Judith: We shall teach you to protect yourselves. Avoid the habit of fornication. 

Abstain until the Lord gives you a life partner.  

Nadia: Are you going to tell this even to the younger children? 

Judith: Yes we shall tell them. Please abstain because it (fornication) is bad. 

Moderator:  What methods will you use to makes sure the children understand that 

AIDS is a real problem? 

Judith: I think that a good way to teach them this is by showing them an AIDS 

victim so that they can see what they look like. A trip to the hospital for 

instance would help them to see first hand how AIDS can affect them and 

in turn they would protect themselves from being like those victims. 

Nadia: I am curious about something. If someone has AIDS, do they have to get 

an education? Because once you are sick, you are simply waiting for you 

death and education is meant to prepare for the future. So if one is sick 

of aids and awaiting their death, why should they prepare for their 

future? 

Judith: I think they can go on and study. If they met the misfortune of falling 

sick at a young age, a parent should continue to support the child and 

encourage them to study and push on. When their time comes God will 

decide. 

Nadia: I didn’t suggest that the parent discourages the child. My thought was 

that the child would ask be discouraged already. 

Judith: No but the child can also be encouraged. (The parent) should also try to 

provide medication (ARVs) and once the child receives the medications, 

they would live longer. 

Facilitator: What lessons have you taken from your parent’s advice on HIV? 
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Nadia: I have drawn several lessons; abstinence as well as encouraging the sick. 

I feel that if am able to carry these lessons with me and that they will be 

valuable in the future. My only fear is that it (AIDS) is not only 

transmitted because of fornication but that it is also transmitted through 

metal objects. Is this true? 

Judith: Metal objects? In the past, injections were reused but this is not the case 

anymore. Injections are only used once and disposed. Back then there 

was a chance you could get AIDS through this way but I don’t think this 

is the case anymore.  

Nadia: Don’t quacks (doctors) exist anymore? 

Judith: Well not really. 

Nadia: So how were the quacks different from the traditional doctors?  

Judith: Quack doctors were like privately operated (unlicensed) ‘physicians’ while 

traditional doctors use African medicine which, in my view, is safe. 

Nadia: Does that mean the traditional doctors are whacks? 

Judith: No, they are not. 

Nadia: Do they inject their patients. 

Judith: No, they do not. They only provide herbs and traditional medicines; no 

injections. 

Nadia: We now have many hospitals and herbal medicine is not very good. Why 

cant they (traditional doctors) stop this practice? 

Judith: Herbal medicines are not dangerous. Traditional doctors are licensed by 

the government. In fact there are diseases that cannot be treated by 

regular medicine but when one takes herbs, they get healed, even 

surviving death. 

Nadia: Don’t you think that herbalists are similar to witch doctors? 

Judith: I don’t think so. 

Nadia: In my view, I feel that using herbs should be stopped 

Judith: No, that would not be good at all because there are specific diseases that 

cannot be treated in hospitals but are easily treated by herbalists.  
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Nadia: Rwanda is getting westernized so I feel that now that we have hospitals, 

traditionalist medicine should be stopped. Even though I do understand 

that not everything that came from the West is good. Some of it has 

eroded our culture but some of it has been helpful. 

Judith: I support traditional medicine. In the past when you caught flu, you 

would simply put the ‘Umuravumba’ herb into your porridge and drink it. 

It always worked and you would feel fine shortly after. Yet when you take 

the pills you don’t feel as fine in a short span of time. This herb always 

makes your throat clear up. 

Nadia: Did you use boiled water to administer this herb? 

Judith: No. You used any water that you could find. 

Facilitator: Of the two, traditional medicine and western medicine, which one works 

better? When one considers that with western medicine you are able to 

get tested and have an accurate diagnosis.  

Judith: I agree (that western medicine has its advantages) but there are many 

kinds of diseases. For instance people are often put under spells or 

bewitched and when you are under a spell or bewitched, once you go to 

the hospital, it doesn’t matter how many injections, pills and drips you 

are given, one way or another you will die. 

Nadia: How come that old woman Agnesiana went to a traditional healer but 

was never healed? 

Judith: What was she sick of? 

Nadia: I think she had liver problems. 

Judith: Liver problems can be treated by herbalists but when you go to see them 

very late in your illness, they cannot help you. I have a nephew who had 

the same problem and got to know late. He died a very young.  

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  

  

 


