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Murekatete Justine & Tuyisenge Claudette 

Story Number:  SFH0076 

 

Justine:  I am called Murekatete Justine, I am Tuyisenge’s sister. 

Claudette:  I am Tuyisenge Claudette.  I have a lot to ask my sister, I would like to 
ask her about this life.  I grew up seeing only the two of us, no parents… do you have 
anything to tell me about that? 

Justine:  It is sad indeed, seeing you at this age, when you don’t know your parents, 
not even your siblings.  As you can see, I am acting as both your dad and mum.  It was 
during the 1994 genocide, many people were killed.  Our parents were killed in the 
Nyamata church, not by foreigners, no!  Our neighbors… it was unbelievable.  God has 
protected us since then.  We are living… 

Claudette:  I heard it was initiated by Habyarimana’s plane when it crashed, is it true? 

Justine:  I am not much older than you, but I think it is true.  Also, it was like lighting 
a fire which had been set.  They poured blood… 

Claudette:  I heard genocide was embarked on mostly Tutsis.  How can you help me 
wipe this poor ideology from my mind?  And in my friends, too?  How can this ideology 
of ethism end in our country? 

Justine:  Ethism is not chaired in our country nowadays.  It’s not like what you heard 
in the past.  We are now determined, we want change!  We focus on what is important 
to us, we are leading to the 2020 vision, a better tomorrow... 

Claudette:  How will you help me get strong, to forget all these memories about my 
parents?  I am grieved and I feel so very lonely. 
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Justine:  What can I say?  I am your sister but I feel the same way, too.  It is faith, I 
have to comfort you.  Believe in God, He has a plan for us, there is a reason as to why 
all this happened. 

Claudette:  I have a problem with trauma, how can I help myself get out of such a 
situation? 

Justine:  I told you to get strong and learn how to pray, for there is strength in it.  I 
know… when you think of the blood that was shed… you should avoid anything that 
can draw you back to those memories again.  Love God, and pray hard!  Make friends, 
and learn how to interact with them! 

Claudette:  There are things that hurt me most, like when I go to my family members 
and they don’t receive me well.  Is that what God wished for us? 

Justine:  We are not close to our relatives!  You can see that the bond between us is 
not tight, no more love.  A good example is our neighbors, you know our relationship is 
not good at all but what can we do?  You just pretend and life goes on. 

And one thing I can advise the youth nowadays is to work hard, focus on what is 
important for you.  Think positively and focus on your future! 

Claudette:  How can I get rid of all these temptations outside?  You know I am an 
orphan, but I also feel like having all of the luxuries like others have. 

Justine:  I am happy I am leading a good example for you.  I have two kids.  I 
thought my husband was going to be my comfort, but do you see him today?  Are we 
together now?  Am I not raising my kids and you?  Do I have a job?  Am I a beggar?  If 
you follow these temptations you will get trapped indeed.  You should ignore them and 
focus on your future, you will get a better life ahead. 

Claudette:  Sometimes I look around and I feel like dropping out of school.  I think 
about myself and see no life, no future!  I look at rich people who didn’t go to school 
and I feel like doing the same… maybe I will be lucky one day like them… 

Justine:  That is luck, if you keep thinking about your miserable life I am sure you will 
not advance.  Get yourself together, if you drop out of school you will be a street girl. 

Claudette:  Does that mean that to be rich you have to study? 
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Justine:  Sure!  Do not study to be rich only, but also to acquire the knowledge that 
you do not know!  You might get a chance of crossing the border one day, you will be 
able to adjust to that situation too! 

Facilitator:  Thank you Justine.  From what you have told us, you really passed 
through hard times.  I want to know how you managed to raise your children and your 
sister, and how you managed to get along with the difficulties. 

Justine:  I was attempted… that is how I got these two kids I have.  I always sought 
advices from elders and I depended on praying… I loved God and He helped me 
indeed!  My advice to you is that you should focus on one thing, and that is your 
studies, which is your future.  You should stop admiring other people’s properties! 

Claudette:  I want to know more about AIDS.  How can I protect myself from the 
disease? 

Justine:  The best way is to abstain and build your future. 

Claudette:  You told me to get strong and avoid ethnic discrimination, how can I be 
sure that genocide will not happen again? 

Justine:  Kagame’s reign is not like Habyarimana’s.  For example, if there are wars in 
the neighboring countries he takes the first move to help.  There is more hope that it 
cannot happen again… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


