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Kaberuka Anatole & Mulima Nyautabana Yves 

Story Number:  SFH0103 

 

Anatole:  I am called Kaberuka Anatole, I am Yves’ grandfather. 

Yves:  Grandpa, I want to ask a question about this hatred that embarked in Rwandese 
and how these ethnic tribes came to be a problem. Where did this start from? 

Anatole:  Thank you Yves, that’s a good question.  Tribes were there even before this 
scandal took place. Rwandese were generally united without any bias...Tutsis, Twas, 
and Hutus were all equal people. They shared and intermarried without regarding their 
tribes. 

There was not anything like a Hutu, Twa, or Tutsi in front of the king who reigned at 
that time. They were each given different tasks, and whoever accomplished his or her 
task was rewarded and promoted. For example, they would be given cows or a piece of 
land. 

If your friend had more than you did, that is in terms of wealth, he would help you. No 
one was meant or cursed to die poor. The time came when whites came in, and they 
changed the whole status of our country yet they declared that they had brought 
change. They wanted to remove the authorities that reigned at that time, so they 
decided to plant hatred to separate them, because they knew that if it was not for that, 
there was no way they could separate them. Kayibanda’s reign followed. He was a 
dictator and a friend of the Belgians. Habyarimana though was no better than the 
former Kayibanda, he only favored his fellows and he was meaner. Tutsis and some 
Hutus started to flee. It was a process that was planned long before…Habyarimana’s 
reign had more enemies than Kayibanda’s! 
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Yves:  I have something else to ask you.  What did whites use or do to separate 
Rwandese? Because as I heard from you, it seems that Rwandese were strongly united, 
so am wondering how they parted them. 

Anatole:  It’s like playing cards. They used the phenomena that Tutsis were rich 
people, and they convinced Hutus that all the property and wealth belonged to Tutsis.  
They told them that whoever would kill a Tutsi would be given all of his property. You 
can imagine how bad that was, they wanted to be rich of course and get rid of their 
competitors! They took our property and gave it to the Hutus while we were in exile.  
We declared our property when we came back, that is, after the genocide I mean. That 
is why you always see me going to Cyangugu. I am making a follow-up about my 
father’s land. 

Yves:  I have another question. We know that Belgians have two ethnic groups in their 
country. Is that the tactic they wanted to bring in Rwanda, or were they after 
something else? 

Anatole: It’s true that they have two groups. It’s almost like what happened here, one 
group dominated over the other and I think that is what they wanted to do here also. 

Facilitator:  You have told us much about the Rwandan history and tackled the 
initiative of the hatred seed that kept on growing in our country. We the youth get 
confused sometimes. I hear that whites came during the reign of King Musinga, who 
was succeeded by King Rudahigwa, who was later on killed in 1959. I hear that he 
contributed to and collaborated with them, but they knew that they would turn on him 
later!  I want to know how it went after. 

Anatole: Thank you, that is a good question. These Belgians had a king back home, 
but they could not do what they did in our country. That’s how they came to sew their 
seed here. They couldn’t handle Musinga, so they decided to start with his children by 
taking them in school to try and see who would cope up with them. They took 
Rudahigwa, he was the eldest and Rwigemera his young brother, they chose 
Rudahigwa, he was scared that they would kill him because they were against his 
father, it did not stop them from doing it anyway.. 

Facilitator: I hear that ethnic groups and clans were very common in Rwanda and that 
Rwandese were fine with it. I wonder how it turned out to be a basic fighting tool. 

Anatole: They were very much used to it, they just used it as an excuse to turn 
against each other. 
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Yves:  Whenever someone did something pleasant to the king, he or she would be 
rewarded for it. An example of a reward you gave us was a herd of cattle. Now it’s clear 
that Tutsis were known to be the richest people. If a person from the different clan like 
Twas was to be given such a reward, would his name be changed?  Would he be 
declared a Tutsi, or would he still be called a Hutu or a Twa? 

Anatole:  If you did something pleasant to the king, he would reward you regardless of 
your clan.  Now if you became rich they would start referring to you as a Tutsi. You 
even had the right to marry a Tutsi lady as long as you had cows to pay for the dowry.  
What I can encourage you today is to strive to make a good name for yourself. If you 
are good to people, they will also be good to you. Even God will bless you in all you do.  
Thanks!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


