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Gahizi Valgas & Nyinawintore Marlaine 

Story Number:  SFH30043 

 

Valgas:  I would like to tell you that we were not poor but we were living in bad 
conditions. When I was a child I could hear people who would say: “You are refugees; 
you must go back to your native country.” That made me ask myself so many questions 
and then I decided to talk with my parents about that: “Why do people say that we are 
refugees, what kind of refugees are we? Which country are we from?” These questions 
had been crossing my mind. People would say that we are Rwandan refugees, but 
something that made me sorrowful is that I did not know that I was a Rwandan 
refugee; I thought that I was living in my native country. Imagine having people start 
to threaten you at such an early age. I was 7 years old and when I attained 12 years 
old, the Rwandan liberation war started. In 1994 we came back to our native country. 
What I can tell you and give to you as a legacy is that being a refugee is something 
very bad because when you are a refugee you live the kind of life that is opposite of 
what you want and you face very serious problems that you never expected. This is 
why we are very happy now because every Rwandese has the right to come and live in 
his or her native country. For example now you are studying, which is the opposite of 
what was happening long ago. As you know, since 1959 there were Rwandese who 
were denied their right to education, but now you are studying. Isn’t it so? 
 
Marlaine:  Yes, it is. 
 
Valgas:  Is there any person who asks you: “Who are you, who are your parents?” Is 
there any person who asks you where you come from? This means that we are very 
happy because we are no longer called refugees, we are in the country where all 
Rwandese are most welcome and on top of that all people are treated equally. Let me 
give you an example. Now it is common knowledge that national exams are marked 
fairly. If a student works hard he can get marks that can allow him or her to be 
promoted to the next stage of schooling, and this is done fairly based on the 
competence of a person. In the foreign country where we were, there were people who 
had no right to education, which is why you can see some people who did not go to 
school. There were some of our parents who did not go to school. But today in Rwanda 
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from your age or under, from the age of 3 or 4 you can go to study in kindergarten, 
after that you can go to primary, even an old person who is about 50 years old or 60 
years old he can go to study at university. Isn’t it so? What I want to let you know 
about this is that you are a young child, but there is something you want to achieve in 
your life. You will grow and tell people different things, you will tell them what you have 
learned and what you aspire to achieve and what you wish them to become. We were 
not that lucky. For example, our parents and our elder sisters and brothers did not go 
to school because of different life hardships we had been going through. But today you 
are lucky because you are schooling, you are about to complete your primary school 
studies and go to secondary school. 
 
Marlaine:  Yes.  
 
Valgas:  Isn’t it so? 
 
Marlaine:  Yes. 
 
Valgas:  When you go to secondary school you must know what you are aiming for. 
But meanwhile I want to give you time so that you may raise your questions. What do 
you want to become after your schooling? Who do you want to become? Will you at 
least complete your secondary school studies? 
 
Marlaine:  Yes. 
 
Valgas:  It is common knowledge that there is a stage in secondary school which is 
called Ordinary level that last for three years, so I would like to know which option you 
will choose after completing your secondary school studies in Ordinary level. Please, 
what is your favorite option? 
 
Marlaine:  The option of my choice is Mathematics and Physics. 
 
Valgas:  Do you normally succeed in mathematics? 
 
Marlaine:  Yes. 
 
Valgas:  Will you carry on studying in that option even at the university level? 
 
Marlaine:  Yes. 
 
Valgas:  What can I ask you… 
 
Facilitator:  You have told us a story about your life background and even the life 
background of your parents. I would like to know what kind of quality, experience, and 
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knowledge did you get from those hardships that can help your child in her future life. 
As you were a refugee, I think there is something you can tell her.  
 
Valgas:  What I can say is that there is something I noticed when we were refugees. I 
noticed that Rwandese who were outside the country tried to coordinate their forces 
and convince each and every Rwandese that he or she should fight for his or her rights. 
This is why Rwandese took guns in 1990 and attacked Rwanda, because they had been 
denied their rights of living in their native country. It become necessary to take guns 
and fight, so the war happened and now we are in a peaceful country. 
 
Marlaine:  Yes. 
 
Valgas:  What I can say is that one can flee from their country and go somewhere else 
because of some reasons, but wherever you go you cannot be treated as a native of 
that country. In case you are denied the right to live in your own country you should try 
to collaborate with your fellow people in order to get a solution to your problem. We 
now have peace because there were young people who said: “Our parents should not 
die in the foreign country, they have to go back to their native country.” What I can tell 
her is that I don’t wish her to become a refugee, but in case it occurs she should 
associate herself with people who have the same problem in order to get a solution to 
that problem. 
 
Facilitator:  Marlaine, do you think that this story you got from Mr. Gahizi has any 
importance for you? Do you think that it is helpful to you in current situations and even 
in the future? 
 
Marlaine:  I have known that our country is peaceful because of what was done by 
people who had fled to another country. 
 
Facilitator:  Are you hopeful that you will no longer be oppressed? What kind of hope 
do you have? Is there something you can ask your father? 
 
Marlaine:  He has not told me that. 
 
Valgas:  Let me tell you that today there is no discrimination in our country. In 
addition, we have gone through serious problems, as you know genocide happened in 
our country, you know that last month there was a mourning week from the 7th until 
the 14th, and that was the time to remember those who died in genocide. That is a 
great lesson, you and I have to fight against anything that may cause genocide again. 
As you have been asked a question about oppression I think that if we stand together 
and fight against whatever thing may cause genocide it will help us to not have it again. 
This is achievable because we have good leaders who aim at promoting equality among 
Rwandese, all Rwandese are now treated equally under the law. Each Rwandese should 
have rights equal to the rights of his fellow Rwandese in schools and everywhere. For 



Story	  Number:	  	  SFH30043	  

A	  conversation	  between	  Gahizi	  Valgas	  and	  Nyinawintore	  Marlaine	  
	  

Page	  4	  of	  5	  
	  

http://www.storiesforhope.org	  
	  

example, you are now in primary 6 and you study with children who have different 
backgrounds. No one can ask you where you come from or what your ethnic 
background is. For the time being we are all called Rwandese. It was not like that in the 
past. We hope to live in a country without any form of discrimination. This is our 
current policy. 
 
Facilitator:  What name can you give this story? 
 
Valgas:  I can name it “guharanira burundi guca ubuhinzi,” which means “to fight 
against anything that can cause people to become refugees.” Because as I said, being a 
refugee is something very bad. Even though I spent a short time abroad as a refugee, I 
understand very well how hard it is to be a refugee. When I was born I was a refugee 
and I could see the way we were poorly treated without knowing the reason. 
 
Facilitator:  What proverb can you give us, I mean a proverb related to this story. Is 
there a proverb you can give us that can help Marlaine? You are here in order to tell her 
what will help her in her future life. Is there a proverb that will remind her what you 
have just told her? 
 
Valgas:  The proverb I have that I can tell her is that long ago there were things that 
happened, there was a kingdom, a regime that was replaced by… 
 
Facilitator:  The kind of proverb I am talking about is… 
 
Valgas:  I think that the proverb I can tell her is something that can help us fight 
against anything that may make us become refugees, and I can say it in the form of a 
proverb. Our ancestors used to say: “A person who hates is the one who wishes you to 
become a refugee,” or “The one I hate should become a refugee.” This means that 
people who were using this proverb were not happy about living in the country that was 
not theirs. They encountered many serious problems because they were placed in the 
forests. Imagine being forced to leave your house after it was burned and then having 
to go live in a forest. They met wild animals that killed many among them, they were 
attacked by wild animals. They were living a very bad life, they couldn’t get medication, 
they couldn’t go to study. This is why I said that our parents did not go to school, even 
our brothers could not go to study. There were many people who died of hunger. My 
proverb is related to this story. 
 
Facilitator:  Is there any last thing you want to tell her? 
 
Valgas:  The last message I can give is that you are still young and you have to aim at 
doing something that can help you get developed. I wish you to work courageously in 
order to develop your country, which will be owned by your future generation. I say 
future generation because you are a young girl, and after a very short time you will 
become a parent, so I wish you to become a parent who educates children for the 
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country. A good parent is the one who fights against any form of discrimination, a good 
parent is the one who is not selfish, and a good parent is the one who aims at doing 
something that could benefit the whole population. These points mentioned so far will 
help us become a prosperous country where all the problems that were faced before 
will no longer occur.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


