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Kamanzi Jean Baptiste & Ngango Jean Bosco  

Story Number:  SFH0048B 

 

Facilitator:  Please tell us your names. 
 
Jean Baptiste:  My name is Kamanzi Jean Baptiste. I want to tell you about my life 
background so that it may help you in your life. I am going to tell you about the 
different life challenges I have been facing so that you may learn from me. This will 
also help you to help other people as I am helping you. I hope you will be able to help 
your friends and relatives by using my experiences. I grew up living with my parents 
without knowing that one day I would live without them. But unfortunately, the time 
came and we lost them. You know the kind of life we are living, the way we get food 
and manage to study. I want to tell you the two most important things that helped me; 
I got those things from experiences as I was going through many hardships. The first 
thing is that I joined the army when I was still a child. I was going through many 
hardships, but I used to rescue people from danger. Even though I was going through 
many hardships I never became hopeless. Let me where I got hope from: In French it 
is said: “Les problèmes font partie de tout homme et il ne faut pas les fuir par contre ils 
font les confronter,” which means in its direct translation: “Problems are part of every 
person’s life, so we must not flee from them but instead we have to confront them.” I 
used to confront many serious problems. It was very difficult for me to get food but 
there came a time when that problem disappeared. My life was characterized by a 
series of sufferings; it was a life of endurance, a life of hopefulness. You can never be 
hopeful without having anything to rely on, so I have been relying on God who is in 
Heaven. I do not believe that man was created by accident. Man did not fall down from 
Heaven; instead, God created a human being with the knowledge of how he will live. 
This is why I believe in God, even though life is a series of fortunes and misfortunes. 
This is the rule of the life, this is how all people have been living, so whenever you face 
problems you should not be hopeless.  Whenever you face problems you should not 
think that it is the end of your life, but instead you have to become hopeful because life 
is a series of misfortunes and fortunes. You should be a hero in your life. You know 
very well the history that characterized our country, so whenever you see people with 
nice houses don’t envy them. You should remain hopeful even though you have no 
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property that was left by your parents. You should endeavor to stay alive by yourself 
without relying on others. Push until something happens, for if you try you will succeed. 
You are still young, so you must study courageously. You should be wise because of the 
different experiences you will have in your life. The world will teach you about life.  
 
Facilitator:  We would like to know when you joined the army and how you left it, and 
we would also like to know what you have achieved. I think this child needs to know 
about that. He wants to know in detail how you joined the army, the different trials you 
faced so that he may learn lessons from that, I mean lessons that will help him in his 
future life.  
 
Jean Baptiste:  I have to tell him all of that in order for him to learn from me because 
there is a proverb in Kinyarwanda that goes: “Utaraganiriye na se ntamenya icyo sekuru 
yasize avuze,” which means in its direct translation that a child who doesn’t talk with his 
or her father can never know what was said by his or her grandfather.” I did not join 
the army because I was interested in it, but rather because I was living a very difficult 
life. I was staying at my elder brother’s house and his wife was mistreating me. It was 
even difficult to get food, so I decided to join the army life. When I joined the army I 
found out that the army was different from home life because in the army you have to 
follow rules and regulations, and in the army you must do what you are requested to 
do. You may even accept to do something that is against your heart; this is the nature 
of the army. I became handicapped in 1998 and was taken to a hospital. After being 
handicapped I applied to be demobilized in order to go to school. I had to go to 
secondary school when I was 22, and I had to go in senior 1 to study together with 
children who were 12. I decided to go to school and study in order to change my life. I 
completed my studies in 2008 and I am currently competent. I went through serious 
hardships where you have to talk to your heart only, without any other person to help 
you. I had no person to comfort me. I would like to tell you that you can handle any 
kind of problems that you face.  
 
Facilitator:  I think that you have heard about his life story and it is understandable 
that he has gone through many hardships. I would like to ask you if it is your first time 
to hear about this story. Is it your first time to hear this story or he has ever told you 
this?  
 
Jean Bosco:  I am his brother, Ngango Jean Bosco. I knew this story in a concise way 
but now I know it in details and I have a question to ask you. What can I do so that I 
do not go through hardships similar to yours?  
 
Jean Baptiste:  It is impossible to say that you will never face hardships. You will have 
to face problems that will hurt your heart, but the only thing you can do is to know how 
to confront them with endurance. For example, you may become seriously sick and go 
to the hospital. What I can tell you is that you should not become hopeless but instead 
you should put your faith and hope in God. You should always hope that you will keep 
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on living. Problems are unavoidable in life, the only thing you have to do is to know 
how to overcome them.  
 
Jean Bosco:  I would like to know how I can advise my fellow students, for example, 
those who don’t have their elder brothers to give them such pieces of advice. What can 
I tell them as a person who has received pieces of advice from his brother? How can I 
comfort them so that they get a good life in the future? 
 
Jean Baptiste:  Thank you for asking me such a good question. This proves that you 
understand what I tell you and it is noticeable that what I am telling you is influencing 
you. What I can tell you is that you should endeavor to behave as a wise person and 
then people will see you and ask you for pieces of advice. In case someone comes to 
you for advice you will give him or her pieces of advice similar to these ones I am giving 
you. You should advise people about how to overcome problems because in most 
cases, when people face problems they think that it is the end of their lives. Whenever 
you face a problem you should try to overcome it. This does not mean that you have to 
forget about the problem or ignore it. You should be physically and morally strong, the 
more you are able to overcome problems, the more you get experience and in this case 
you will have something to tell those people who study together with you at CGFK 
secondary school. 
 
Facilitator:  What is your experience and strongest quality that help you overcome any 
kind of problem?  
 
Jean Baptiste:  I got experience from different hardships I have been going through. I 
grew up like any other child but later on I lost my parents, so I started living in other 
people’s families and I knew people who loved me and people who didn’t. I also knew 
those who would sympathize with me and those who would not. I would ask myself this 
question: Why is this person not caring about me? I would say: “This person should 
care about me but he does not.” So I would advise myself to take it for granted in order 
to reduce my heart’s pains. After losing my parents I joined the army, where everybody 
is governed by rules and superiors. In the army you have to do something you are 
asked to do whether you like it or not.   
 
Facilitator:  You have given us a very good story, but I don’t know if Jean Bosco has 
understood it. This is advice needed by each and every person. Mr. Kamanzi has been 
able to endure different hardships he has been gone through, and he has not been like 
other people who start taking drugs when they face problems.  So I have a question to 
ask you: Which name can you give to this story? It is well understood that this story 
has an origin and I hope that many people will learn from it, for example, many people 
who face such problems. Please, which name can you give to this story? 
 
Jean Baptiste:  This story shows us how you can face problems and how you can 
overcome them. The name I can give to this story is: “Life with hope.”  
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Facilitator:  I want to get something from you that can remind us about this story. I 
mean, you can give us a proverb that will remind us about this story. Jean Bosco is still 
young, for him not to forget this story he needs something that can help him remember 
it. Even though he may not memorize all of this, he needs something to help him 
remember. He needs a proverb from you so that if he hears that proverb he will 
remember what you told him.  
 
Jean Baptiste:  Do you need a Rwandan proverb? 
 
Facilitator:  Yes. We need Rwandan proverbs.  
 
Jean Baptiste:  To me, I think that what I have told him is enough. I even told him a 
French proverb.  
 
Facilitator:  I did not understand well the meaning of that proverb.  
 
Jean Baptiste:  If you did not understand I can give you an explanation. That French 
proverb is: “Les problèmes font partie de tout homme et il ne faut pas les fuir par 
contre ils font les confronter,” which means in its direct translation: “Problems are part 
of every person’s life, so we must not flee from them but instead we have to confront 
them.” I often tell my brother this proverb. This is the message I have for him.   
 
Facilitator:  Do you have a question to ask him or a suggestion you have for him?  
Even if you have something to say that you couldn’t say before, you can say it now 
because this is the opportune time. 
 
Jean Bosco:  As my brother I thank you for your pieces of advice that will serve like 
my guidelines. I will even tell these pieces of advice to my children, friends, and 
relatives, and I will give these pieces of advice to different people I meet at school.  I 
also think that it is better to keep on telling me about your past so that I may pass on 
your stories to my children.  
 
Jean Baptiste:  Thank you. What you will be able to give to your children is just to 
show you your heroism and your strong character. You should also tell them that there 
is something very important:  knowing that there is God. It is God who plans for human 
beings, people should know that it is only God who protects them. People should bear 
in mind that God has power over them. The inheritance you should give to your 
children is to love and respect God, for it is only God who can enable human beings to 
have a heart that can make them endure their sufferings here on Earth.    
 
Jean Bosco:  Thank you for your advice that will help me throughout my life.  
 
Facilitator:  Thank you. 
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